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Bpisode eight.

T'hy FAMITY- HOUSE. J

Cogolin dressed up as a country womay was proceeding towerds
Nice on the deserted road passing through the Mont-Boron woods. He
wae walking guietly along, thi himself quite safe, when dange-r
lurked through the bushes in the shap® of a vagrant. The latter having
caught sight of a woman tried to get into conversation, but Cogolin
stopped him short by saying: "1'm not whom you think", as this did not
seem sufficient, a few blows well inflicted soon hclpod him to get rid
of the untoward individual. ke

Cogo

Night had come when l: entered the town. He saw and entered
a family-house and asked for a room. "Amaid's room"? enguired the .
attendant disdainfully, giving Cogolin the usual form to fill up. What
name would he put down? The first one that came to his mind was that
of lMelanie Parent which he wrote down uthout more ado. "We have already
someone iam% staying here under this'name" remarked the attendant, but
Cogolin seemed to think the matter of no importance as he answered her
by a gquestion dmtu’ his surprise and astonishment: "What is lir. Ia-
pusse doing here?...." for the latter was Just coming in, in appesrance
satisfied and smiling,seeming quite at home. HNr. usse wae indeed at
home, Me was the proprioter'n new partner. At this ormation Cogolin
flew up the stairs into his room. ;

Jn the interval irs. Parent came in. She wes informed that a ;
lady having the same name a® herself had just come to live in the !anil;-

' House. Some relative,no doubt, thought Melanie. Nevertheless her
serprieed was aroused and she grutly wished to see her. She ran to the
réom o. 24 and saw an old soquaintance :Mr. Bourgeois! She then leardt
Mrg. Stefan's secret and admired Cogolin's conduct.

¥rom one confidence to another everything of importance was
told. Yhe Benk keceiver explained how easy it was for Mr. Lapusse to
enter into his little flat in Paris and Mélanie told him the new partne
had offered to show her some family Jewels which he kept in his private
room on the first floor. c;ﬁlu advised her $o try and get the offer
renewed and to ascoept it. wae easy to lélanie and it was arranged
he would show them to her after diner.

Whilet Cogolin was scheming and giving his insyruction to Méla~
‘nie, Mr. sand Mrs. Stefan arrived at Nice and bacsme Mr. Ia Costabella's
l'!ll guests. Parisette informed them that she has seen her uncle that
same morning, and each one, save ure; Stefan, searched in vain for the
reasons which had forced cosolin ® dipappearsnce snd his #ilence.
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And the Banker, inveterate gambler, went to pay a visite to the cum..
Meanwhile the appointed tm for interview wes drawing m

Cogolin hid himself in the room where Mélanie was to see Mr. Lapusse and
awaited events. lir. lapusse and Mélanie soon came in, ur. Lapusse belg
very attentive, offering drinke and gallent compliments. But léldénie

was impatient and wanted to see the jewels which were fetohed and showed
to her with two bundlu ofnletters said to have more value than the jewds

At this Cogolin came out of his hiding pluc revolver in hand,
ordering lr. Lapusse to write as he would dictate. " I declare . am the
murderer of Madame Gminet widow, for which orime the Bank Receiver,
oofoun is being wanted." "You won't kill me” , Jeered the .‘3“

1 you denounce me because it would cause the scandal you "o
avoid at all rico , nuﬂ.l:;:ilit words mm—mmr—%
hold of the lott-u and et to Cogolin telling him :"Take and
g0,.'11 see ¥» what ocan be done." N

Indéed what could be donef?.. >
what to do. She took the mln?ﬁtm
wretch. She !ll a few @rinks to

pulled the trigger. ur. W
m- the shsf report m MM
. lapusee had tmu u,I'n nnu u-._,*- h
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